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-BOSTON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 


CITY HALL ANNEX. BOSTON 8. MASSACHUSETTS 


September 17, 1963 


Mr. Robert Gladstone 
Washington 5, D. C. 


Dear Bob: 


I am enclosing, for your review, a copy of a Proposed Plan 
for Columbia Point prepared by the City Planning Board on 
September 22, 1953. 


Many pertinent facts pertaining to the objectives of this 
proposal are still desirable and are worthwhile reviewing. 


Your comments on whether this report could serve as a basis 
for a preliminary site plan after it has been updated would 
be appreciated. 


I am also enclosing a copy of the summary of the minutes of 
the meeting on September 10, 1963. 


Very truly yours, =: 
Pie ) rn # / 
vs = A, / G jy. 
Aah, 4ah I 
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Kenneth H. Salk 
Project Director 
Columbia Point 
KHS: vy 
Enclosures 


P.S, Please return the "Proposed Plan" to me, it is the only 
one available, 
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THE Ciry PLANNING BOARD 
43 City Hall 
BOSTON 8, MASS. 


-HOMAS E. MCCORMICK 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING 
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EDWARD C. KEANE 
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Today the station is nearly automatic, the old pump is gone, 
electric power is used for much smaller pumping units, and the 
nunber SPR aiténn has been drastically reduced. The station 

is thus a much bigger place than it really needs to bee Built 
of granite biocks on a sound foundation and with a steel-framed 
floor, the building appears structurally sound and good for many 
years to comee The roof is supported on steel trusses, thus the 
inside span from wall to wall is clear. 

It should be noted that the Massachusetts Lerislature 
in 1952 voted approval of a comprehensive sewerage plan for Met- 
ropolitan Beston that will eventually eliminate the need for the 
Calf Pasture pumping station. If present plans are fulfilled, 
the station and all appurtenant works coulée be abandoned before 
the end cf the current decade. 

The Eoston Consolidated Gas Company has 45 acres -= 
half land, half water -=- at the easteriy end, adjacent to the 
pumping station site. This is a vacant tract currently leased 
to the City of Boston and used by a disposal contractor for 
dumping of Sees waste matters, mostly commercial waste 
from Boston's hotels, restaurants, and market district. Even 
though reduction of this waste is a fairly constant process 
through open incineration at the site, the area is unsightly 
and obviously a breeding ground for vermin and a generator of 
cbnoxious odorse Filling operations have raised the elevation 
considerably; the hirhest point appears to be about 30 feet above 
the level of low tide. The site, affording considerable frontage 
on the water, is said to be for sale. 

Coleman Dispcsal Company owns 25 acres, mostly dry 
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Seheclas The Call aturé cevelonment must include 


Suen Stnoolse se sere necesnery Tor the convenience and arfety of 
the reaisent children end sues: other fecilities of the school 
Byetom es con Justifinbly os pleced bere, rethor t.as somexhere 
Glade phe fermor category certainly incluces elenentery fclcole; 
the letter may Insluse @ funicr high sohecl,. 


The ;reliminess -onersl plan for seston (city plane 


aye ~ ~~ aa - ee et ?. dense ashi VS . we a & va 
ning teard, 1/50) showed er nosed Lor ten public elementary sehools 
“ = 4 4 x os fo ‘ ey weet ~~ ee ote, « ” np Fi eag B- 5 
et Calf reevurs; the mecent report cf tiw terns) oretunte, School 
~ Rss no 2 : , ee Te < > Ld 2 a oa YAae.t oe A - 
ef “Guention sny7a tare, In Bn Cus¢, it fa cleans Vint the 4¢tes-ebem 


met a - € i £ on » 5 i as + é Vag ee: 
minins; Smeter fa nct the Seedin of the arose te Us Served, ove 

es B* an gu $ a uf . . ea. , ease < % aoe © ‘ = = 
the factors of chil¢é population end mexima: enrcilment pirniesicle 
. Gu ~% 2 t.e60% ¥ ? fap ~ ie + tad ‘ — er - € bat 

is & ginsise building. ta the basis cf pest experiones in public 


nousins, the City Plecning ‘orrd estimetes thet the Lloverent 

boueire: alone et Calf vesture will inelede 3,550 ehildren of 

eee € = 1D inclusive. ff t less tern everege, 40: cf those 
cniléren will be enrelleé in gretes kindsrczerten through Vie 

Shue there is nead for elementary school capacity of evout 1,600, 
Ghis cculd be provided for in one very lergs bullding, vut experts 


in egusetion seer agreed thet this fe net cood practices. 3 
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Bu ested « isertion in # populous rection sheut 5/4 rile Srom 
Cell -entur@e Sueh ge echesl could be used br ths extinated 660 
childran who will live in the lewerent housing et Celf sesture 
ani whe woulé attend a junior hish school if one wan evalleble.e 
Later, tie veterans housing richt reise the figure to GOO, 

ll ef the forszeing is beret en the eseumsticn that 


he only avellevle schocls will bs publie sehecls, «et leret at 
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cation reveals thet in reletion to distribution ef yoyulstion, Sose 
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Guelien: structurese fatsivs cubsoor recreation fas acute will 
be postible «et ncerby Selustius lark whieh, heving a gross tree of 
7% geres, would rot sce to be overburdened. these rersinag th 


puticran in the lowerent housing project is eetingted te te 


Byuwte if the etendards of pleygrouns &-5te aioptedé in the 


OSD Tenerel Plen ere eoplied, these enildren wovls need e% 
lepst © acreie in veering with recermerded mrastics, pleye 


pounds eneuls te developed in cenfunctien wit: the elementery 
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then, should heve ¢ efite oF st leest Gb seresy S. sores fer 
netuch echosl use and ¢) cores for e children’s plnzyrounde 

ES . 
pnd, of course, when sé<itionel gehcol faecllities,naeie necessary 


uy tonsletion of the veterans! hounin=« orefett, meme pleygreunc 


nonce (emeunting te Sl acwes}will else be required. 

cate plannats generally include Pmok ibemnood 
perks” gueng the Peciiitics necessery Ter weliermmcuc Gthe 
munity develope nte ‘ewever, the vily -lenning ooars Gelisve 


igt such neeg is sonevist oivisted when Lare-sonie building 
of hoveing provides sush tentiel yerd eres fer cocoon Use, Frith 
suck amenities ee centine os welke, benches, trses, tote! pley 


icts, etc. These will be avezilable in the “nlf :esture projectte 
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Toojsther ¥vith proper lendssepe tnentrent of the childrente pleye- 


rounte end the general park developmen’ ef Celf cestiure!s snoree 
line (recorrended slsawnere in this report) they mee previseion 


ef specific neignverhesd perk arenes unnecesserye 
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“hnonpin: Petllitians The polntive isolstion o2 
{,00o residents et Seio Jasture olve the potential petrenege of 
eoouseands of trannients enc eemsubern wie masa tid res 4eLly 
wault seen te sflerd en excclient onpartuncty 20s fave lopment 


te very busy arterici boulevard 
from She residentiel development. Another Pima, Btep end 
Shop, Inte, has acguired ricots in e trect of 260,005 square 
feet ( 4ef5 ecres) adjacent te ‘thie rite of the prepose 

for vetcrenBe “his comoeny prepomes te bullc mn 
tntectated neighberhoed shoppin enter, ne previcusiy te 
sertbed in this report, intenled to reset most of the shepning 
needs of Calf “asturets residents. The sree eveliesle for 
tia center fe wut slichtly larser than tr theoretical aite 


racuirensnta for business cenernted ty Celf pasture elcnee 


the Gunter would be cided if cutside business eculd te kle 
tracted. “he Stop ent Chop site at present has no éinest 
eseons te tha bevlevarce leigh noGess tan ve provided with 
nesuransé only through pubile section. The th sestiustt, Sriaitt, 


te weather the City and H.%.0. suould enecurege oF Elaecewecse 
ovisiae vebrensge of shopping Dactlities st velf rastutde 
che blending Sesrd believes that the business potential et 
tute afte should be eultiveted te the fullest extent wart is 
roncinient with quiet enjoyment en the pert of the rosicents 
ent ths flow ef through twreffte without sericus tnierruption 


en the boulevard. 


The prineipel shepping center, tren, woulA lie 
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on the westerly side of the housing deve lone nite lost Bore 


ef the residents this would be en inconvenience, requiring & 
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Other Het shboricod Fastlities: in ea<cition to 
SChOGls, pleygrounds, ana shopping centers, provfaion must be 
mace Tor Other comunltr serviaos ecnyanient to the residsnte 
ft chil fasturs, Spnss must Ge preylisd fer churches, private 
orede and mastery schecis, clinical and other gaxeuntt: heel 
OLL2ese, cova’ club, ea Iforsiry, cte. Gesibls seme of Diese 
mny So sombined with the pullis sehocls, but ethers will requize 
Sepurete Dulldings. 3G Getiniifve estinate can be mets of the 


grcun? sean required, Sut ft is certeiniy ct lesst « few encores, 
Nera Important nt thie tise then the exact mrount 

jen? fe the method whervbr eny lanS cen be assurstily reserved 
for public an4 private ¢eveloprent ef eormmunity faetlities, 
In penerel, there ers two methods whereby public eanirol ever 
lend une can be made effective under current lew explitesble te 

on, merely poblie sogviniticn end soning. ubige sequliele 
ticn enn te achieved throug: condemnetion or by purchase but in 
pithes: agge it must bo for a moecifie publie use end the preperty 
Gannet seogily Risresften bo cosiied ti acum other risnese.s And 
monine, Wilde effective in berring certain clsagen of land uses, 
Canmoty sasure the developments indiested on & plete Sg the 
prouiom is not just the mecbins of mn goed plen, bet Lee te carry 
2¢ ent 

ciroulstions At present thers is cnis one vehicular 

ecaess to the interior end to the eseterly sides of Celf creturs. 
This is [te verneni strest, currently in prescess of seine widened 
fron SO feet to GG feet. Sor @ distance of about 2,000 feet 
tiie teonrd evenue will traverse the housins develeprent, almost 
in 4ts center. Three difficulties can be identified in the 
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SUDUIG BiMSet wysteme They ares 
de In generel, an aver thet Sugperts residence 
Isr $50: SO io papas plus importent intustriel, ecm 


mercial, educuticonel end reersrtionel fectlities 
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fie on the 014 Colony Jovlevard, 


a6WEOG Pumsing stetion heve eiresdy teen deserited, nei thes 
of tuese usos rill te e« plenennt naichbdor fer the #029 pole 


“ents #0 Celt resture end stepe should be taken te elate op 


@iitinnte these nulsenses sitocatier. Te Rowers dlencsal 
works rust tomtinue to operate Dor « fow wonrs yet, tt the 
Als shur-z Gukmogre, deposit sewers mud sheft house polind® the 
PunSin: Steaticn are all resdily accessible to Little enildren 


ah a: - = 4 a te | 4 wy $B dy ao 
at ti6 nresent tims and will sconanthtute e reel Dor 


GO Gone ducping acbivity peser a wore serious roblem, sinsa 
no slternative rethod ef Stenosel is izseSietely aveile>is. 
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Suspin, grounds rust be berre? apainet ro#ridentsa of the rreay 


Sruccin: te the dump rust find encther reute, enf en ennrove 


etned of eanitery lané-fill rust be used, 


Hemovel of existin; nulsences must be nocéne 


penied be ressures Gesiconed to prevent new cnas from arisin 


ine wecrnt tesets fronting on tie wuleveré have excellent 
tentiel ae industrial sites ont there Ls every recaon te hep 
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Shore Development: Heston has @ ion- and netable history 

in the field cf offeshore lend reclaration. As the derand 
for urban Inné sharpens (as the Flsnnin= board believes it 
will) so w4li there be ‘necressed tncentive te centinue the 
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fillinrein rrocesse 4t Calf facture, where the preGominant 
Isndeurne répresente a heavy public investrent, and where shere 
developmonta immediately to the perth and seuth are public, 
there is every reason for malcing further effeshore reclarution 
& publie prefect. Only in this way can thet degree of public 
centre] be achieve? that is necesssr> te assure the kind 


of devolopzsnt that is consistent with the public interest, 


poth local and ct! 
I Recormmenégatiens 


The City Planning Beard recormrents: 
Le That the Citr acquire Iinmrectately frem the Boston 
Housing Authority for elementary echool and playgreund pure 


poses two sites, es shown on the faecompany ing Nlsnz one on 

the northecsteriy eide cf Ete vernon Street at the eastorir sice 

of the lowerent housing prejeet qn° eamprisine * acres, the 

other on the southwesterly side bf the street en land originslly 
Pa 


*‘ntendec for veterans! houstne an* tavine acrere The letter 


aite, of course, falls shert ofthe minircurm area previously 
eiteé as necessary for « achsol an? rleyrround, but it has 
an gdvantereous central leratfon. If tranefer of this propertr 
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ternative, the Day property Coofect farther to the east 
elon- tte “emmon Street, plus encach ef the Gas Company 
Jend to mike up an adequate site. In any C&S, the City 
should proceed fort'ntth to ce ell ‘st is necessary to 
build not cne, but two peblic clomenvery schoolse | 

@. oston's public echool authorities aheuld confer 
with arendiocesan authorities ag 7con as possible to see 
if a lonceterm joint plan for public and varochiel eleren= 
tary sencols et Calf Tartare car >s vorzed eute Foeth schocl 
evatems are widely accepted enc eycrorted in Besten and there 
fs ne cood reason why & possibis future conflict of interests 
cannot be foreseon and eyeoléede 

3S. oxieting City-mmed prererty, site oF the seware 
e 


pumpins station, ezovls be retained in the City's hancs 


for the predicteble futurée Phen no jencer needed for 
rumicips] public works purpeses tts use thereafter shovlc 
be reserved principally for ether pybite or semiepublic 
purposes, as the need arisese 

4e & study should be mace -f possible uses for the 
pumping station builsinc, vefere faciding te cemolish ite 
Shte boflidine seems to have poseibilities ea a place of 
public assembly, cr 6&8 & recreation halle 

& Fublic aequisitien for par: development ef 211 of 
the Ses Corvany!s land not neeéec for sehool ard pleyground 
use, Plus ell tical lends cn the periphery of Gslf Fasbure 
ahould be ncurhte Such shere development should be by the 
Metropolitan “istrict Commission, to tie in with the fpeneral 
recreation use of the South borton enc Dorchester shore linge 
A waterfront reac extension ef tie bouleverds te the nerth 


end south should be plannec anc car: rried cute Extensive 
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public developrent of netural recreation edvaenteares on 
the waterfront is Boston's best bet tn its firht to 
offset decentrelization of populstion. 

Ge ‘Vhoever ultinetely owns the off-shore Gump ing 
greunds, rubbish disposal fin its present form must ke 
Ciscontinued immediately and the present Gump area must 
be cleaned up before the new housin> is Occupiede And 


if cGumpine rust 


Qo 


entinue, adequate fencing of the erea, 


a new route for trucks, and the Sanitery lend-f411]1 method 
of disposal rust be adopt<d,. 

Te The wesent sewace Cisncsel works must be securely 
barred arainst intrusion by children to prevent any unfortun- 
ate "accicents." 

Se A second putlic highwar access te Calf Fasture's 
intericr should be leta cut and constructed as early as 
advisable. Suche street ts shown cn the plan accompanving 
the report. It woule serve ef en acdced inévcerent to 
early construction of g£ shopping .center. 

S- All vacent lena between the boulevard and the 
housine prefects, now zoned I-80, should be rezoned im- 
mecistely a2 B-80. This woulc insure erainst undesirable 
developments while perrittinr most of the uses that are 
locical ané acceptable in this sren. 

All vacent lend east of the housinre projects shoulé 
be rezoned as F-80. This would net be very urrcent if thore 
Was putlic ownership of sll this ind but in any case tt 
woulc tenc toward restriction of cevelepment tp the kine of 
uses contemplated elsewhere in th‘s reporte Ifthe need for 
minor shoppinr fecilities sheulé arise on this locus, a 
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